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Pamela Gaunt has created an artwork for Lakeland Senior 
High School’s Education Support Centre in the form of shade 
screening entitled “Pattern to Porosity”. The artwork forms a 
vibrant entry statement to welcome the students to their special 
learning environment.

It is comprised of a series of linear, metal panels, designed to 
simultaneously ‘disrupt and reinforce’ the building’s geometry. 
A ‘visual ‘alphabet’ of intricate, abstracted, laser-cut patterns in 
geometric and organic motifs have been created by the artist and 
are incised onto the panels. These retain a hand drawn quality, 
and include imagery drawn from the school’s Memorial Garden, 
honouring Indigenous Australian soldiers. The most intricate 
patterns are aligned in front of the three windows of the building 
frontage to ensure adequate light within and to create interesting, 
shifting shadow interplay on the interior spaces. Eighteen motifs 
with differing cut-through intensity, are repeated across the 
surface of the artwork. 

The panels are not only carefully spaced and positioned to allow 
for light penetration but also to give them a porous, light quality. 
Panel widths vary and a strong geometric rhythm occurs across 
them, reinforced by the range of designs and patterns within the 
‘alphabet’. Panels are coloured in a tonal shift of soft, translucent, 
grey greens, enlivened with pops of colour in lime and cadmium 
red. Together with the delicately rendered patterns on the 
screens, the colour palette gives the artwork a vibrancy, sense 

of excitement and a serendipitous quality, which sits well with the 
architecture. This artwork has both a day and night-time persona, 
casting shadows by day, and lace-like illuminations at night. 
School representatives and the design team participated in lighting 
trials at the artist’s studio to explore the range of possibilities and 
maximise the impact of the back lighting and iconography.

This artwork is not only rich in imagery and detail, but offers 
children, parents, and visitors an uplifting experience of 
contemporary art in a community setting. It provides a distinctive 
and imaginative new visual identity for the Lakeland Senior High 
School campus. 
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